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LTERATION $-n- old: en b 
are frequently productive of inconve- 
niences, and require more new laws to rec- 
tify thoſe inconveniences. — Proof — The 
many ſtatutes fince the 8 Eliz. 


Objettions 
The general expence of the public build- 


in g. — The number of officers and ſervants ne- 
ceflary for the management. — The conſider- 
able ſalaries Ss neceſſary for the officers, the 
appointment to which muſt create a power in 
ſome perſon he great expence in furhi- 
ture. he ſtock for the employment of ſuch 
as can work (liable to embezzlement or waſte, 
as in n County ſtock f for houſes of correction).— — 
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| The deſpotic rule, and unfeeling behaviour of 


* GKV 
ſuch governors, as . power of corporal pu- 


niſhment over the indolent and refractory 
will be neceſſary.— The danger of infection 


from the numbers. — The reſtraint of natural 


liberty ; ; and that the very old and the very 
young, the induſtrious and the idle, the 


humbly religious and the wicked, the infirm 


(merely from age) and the diſtempered pro- 
fligate, muſt all be thrown 'into one general 
maſs, or at leaſt into different apartments in 


the ſame building, ſubject to the controul of 
the ſame ſett of people, and ſubject to one and 


the ſame regimen of diet and OO: 


* 
5 7 


Old age forced. from their own little 


dwellings and intacks, upon which they had 


ſpent their youthful labour and thought; 
excluded from the friendly offices of chil- 


dren, relations, friends, and old neighbours, 
and every dear and ſocial connexion; forced 


into the converſation of perſons as oppoſite 
to the feelings and wiſhes of old age_ (which 


| naturally requires peace and contentment) a8 


OO 


Hell to Heaven; ; and. obliged to give up the 
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poſſeſſion or tenant- right of their cottage, and 
every article of furniture and property (that 
they flattered themſelves they might-, call 
their own, and diſpoſe. of to their children 
and friends), before, they can even be admit- 
ted to this place of puniſhment. It is al- 
lowed, that this would greatly reduce the 
expence of the Poor at preſent {I mean only 
that it would leſſen the numbers upon the 
Pariſh- books); for I will venture to affirm, 
that 5000, in the firſt year after ſuch a Bill 
took place, would die for want in their own 
cottages or dwellings, rather than be ſup- 
ported 5 ſo docking and dreadful an alter- 
native 1 


Aſpecious kind of anſwer will probably 
be made to the above objection, viz. That 
when the Poor want no further relief, they 
will be permitted to return home; but in 
what ſtate will they find their little manſion 3 
It will by that time either be reaſſumed by 
an Lord of the Manor, upon whoſe waſte it 

If this plan ſhould take Pai nt Whether it 


wy not deſtroy private voluntary charity 7 
8 1 | | B 2 | Was 
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was built, or another put in poſſeſſion of it, 
whom they cannot diſpoſſeſs; or their mud 
walls decayed, fences broke down, and unfit 
for habitation or uſe, without one fingle 


article of furniture—not even a bed to lie 
| upon. 2055 


Another part of the plan, is a power veſted 
in the common Freeholders, to judge; amongſt 
other particulars, of the proper objects to be 
ſent or relieved. Surely no body of people 
would be more unfit. Every acting Magi- 
ſtrate muſt have often ſeen how anxious they 
are to ſave their own pockets, and, in gene- 


ral, how little compaſſion they are bleſſed 
| wie, | 1 
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and regulation of ſuch houſe, its expences, 
and the objects therein, be more properly 
lodged ? l ſuppoſe in the gentlemen of for- 


tune in the ſame County; they would be the 
' moſt proper; but even in them, in a few 
years, a true attention to ſuch objects might 
be much relaxed, and would at laſt fall undeg 

we” Wi 0 
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. 
the inſpection of a very few (indolence, or 
ſome other motive, would prevail, and ex- 
tuſes would be made for non- attendance); 


and thus the happineſs or miſery of numbers 


would be determined upon by thoſe only whoſe 
vanity, or love of direction in public buſineſs, 
would induce them to undergo the trouble 
and fatigue of it: beſides, ſuch direction 
may become on ſome occaſion an object of 
party diſpute. I have known the truſt or di- 
rection of a charity much contended for, 
without conſidering that charity and politics 
have no connection with each other. 
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| Abvantage art, Jag ym another Plan. 


0 find fault with one plan that is ſpe- 
cCious, and repreſented as for the bene- 


fit of the Public, and not to attempt to 


offer ſomething that may be thought better, 
would be deſervedly eſteemed diſreſpectful 


to the comfiunity, as well as to the author ; 
therefore 
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therefore I will mention ſome reflections 
that have aroſe in my own breaſt when 1 
have been thinking upon this ſubje&, which 
indeed with regard to age, poverty, and im- 
priſonment centering in the ſame perſon, 
gave me very uneaſy ſenſations.— That 
ſome regulations with regard to the Poor, 
at leaſt with reſpect to the indolent and the 
diſſolute, may be neceſſary, I moſt readily 


agree to; and alſo with regard to the chil- 


dren of the Poor, which are to be the ſup- 
port of themſelves as well as of our next 
generation, they alſo are objects truly wor- 
thy of a national attention. — Happy ſhould 
I be, if a plan could be ſuggeſted, by which 
the old may in future be provided for to 
their own comfort and ſatisfaction; the 
young brought up and educated in ſuch a 
way as will make them uſeful members of 
ſociety ; ; and. the looſe and the abandoned 
left to the correction of thoſe laws which 
either at preſent ſubſiſt, or which may be 
thought proper to be reviſed, and, paige 
enforced with a very ſmall alteration. 


la 


OF 
In the firſt place, with regard to the pre- 
ſent liſt of Poor, (by which deſcription I 


do not mean to include either the reprobate 
or the infant) I would leave them to the 


preſent proviſion of the 43d of Eliz. and 


that proviſion to one or more Juſtices of 
the Peace, and whether they ſhould even be 
forced into a parochial workhouſe under a 
ſtatute of a later date; as I have often 
known inſtances, where thoſe workhouſes 
haye been made uſe of as bugbears to pre- 
vent the really diſtreſſed applying to a pariſh 
for reaſonable relief, when at the fame time 
the wants of ſuch paupers would have been 
fatisfied in their own houſe with a leſs 
bounty than it would coſt the pariſh to ſup- 
port them in a workhouſe : therefore I would 
allow ſuch a diſcretionary power to one or 
more Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace. For 
J believe as the law and the determinations 
now ſtand, a Magiſtrate has not the power 
of ordering relief to any perſon at home, 


how ill ſoever he may be, or whatever may | 


be the diſtemper, in caſe a pariſh officer 
325 | will 
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will offer to take ſuch perſon into a wofk- 
houſe. But although I would wiſh for this 
indulgence to the Poor, at preſent ; I think 
a method may be pointed out for their fu- 
ture ſupport, which will not leſſen or 
abridge materially their comforts in their 


youth and prime of life, but would pro- 


duce ſubſiſtence under ſickneſs, infirmities, 
or old age. It is a plan which the ſenſible 
part of the lower claſs of mankind have 
themſelves ſuggeſted to the Public, 2nd 
which thoſe who have wiſhed to ſupport life, 
and the diſappointments. thereof, with ſome 
degree of credit and reputation, have in 
many places already adopted: I mean the 
Clubs, or Amicable Societies, as they: are 
called, which now prevail in almoſt every 
part of the kingdom, and do credit and ho- 
nour to the members of it, and by which 


the true ſpirit of freedom and independency, 


r 
, 


ſovaluable to an Engliſhman, 1s, I think, moſt 
nobly ſupported and preſerved. The gene- 
ral mode of which is this: That each mem- 
ber admitted into a ſociety (before a certain 


age) 


age) and continuing to pay the ſmall ſum. of 


two-pence per week into their common 
box, or treaſury, ſhall, after ſuch member 


has been admitted A certain tine in Sale; of 


— * - * — o 


hood, 5 fach incapacity. has been. pro- 
perly reported by the Surgeon. < of the Club) 
receive during ſuch incapacity the ſum of 
four mhillings in ſome places, and five in 
others, 1 . the week, for the ſupport of 
| himſelf nd. family, together with proper 
| medical afſiſtance. The Clubs have certain 
Rules and Orders drawn up amongſt them, 
which tend greatly to the improvement of 
their morals and ſocial behaviour, | They 
have a monthly meeting, at each of which, 
each member that ap appears is allowed one 
pint of beer; and they, have an anniverſary 
meeting, conducted with great order, where, 
all members are. obliged . to be preſent, . un- 
leſs prevented by ilacſs, where they pro- 
ceed to church, and have a ſermon, for 
which they allow their chaplain half a gui- 
hea. or more z and after church ſervice is 

C over, 
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over, they have a public dinner of d milling 
ordinary, and enjoy themſelves i in an honeſt 
and worthy feſtivity. This fund has from 
experience been found to anſwer the purpoſe 
of its inſtitution to its ſeveral members, 
with a conſiderable ſaving in many of them, 
ſufficient to form a capital for every purpoſe 
intended by i it; and even an inſtitution like 
this, is ſtill capable of farther i improvement 
and advantage. But taking it even upon the 
model which they themſelves have formed, 
why may not Parliament adopt and enforce 
the ſame thing, and oblige every man, after 
ſich an age, to pay into the pariſh box the 
half of what is ſubſcribed as above, which 
would be only one penny a week to the pa- 
riſh or place to which he belonged, or per- 
haps where his employment obliged him to 
reſide? This pittance taken from the profits 
of a man when he is in full health and vi- 
gour would hardly be felt by him; and con- 
fidering if this was made general, and eve- 
hs man was e obliged to pay this weekly or 
Y | 8 "Oye 
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monthly to ſome pariſn or place, from 
which he might hereafter expect relief, I do 
imagine it would raiſe ſuch a ſum as would 
be ſufficient to ſupport all thoſe within that 
diſtrict that ſhould hereafter by illneſs, in- 
capacity, or old age, become obliged to aſk 
relief during the time of their incapacity. 
But ſuppoſe it ſhould not, without the full 
eight- pence a- month was paid in by each 
individual (which by dropping the allow- 
ances of two- pence for beer at each monthly 
meeting), would then be only ſix ſhillings 
and ſixpence a-year (and which article of 
beer might be very well omitted); yet it 
would greatly leſſen the preſent payments: 
and what pariſh, or what ſett of men, could 
be ſo inhuman. and hard-hearted, as not to 
make up with pleaſure the deficiency, by 
the common method of levies, for the ſup- 
port of proper objects that wanted it, when 
they had had ſuch a contribution from, the 
young and healthful ? A farther: improve- 
ment on this plan would be, if three-pence. 
8 C 2 a- month 
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as month was obliged to be paid in the fame 


manner for the wife, when there was one, 
and only the half of the allowance made to a 
ſick or infirm huſband was made to ſuch 


wife, in caſe of her illneſs. ' This would 


ſupport the husband and wife under all the 
common misfortunes incident to human na- 
ture; theſe payments would be made by the 
young and healthful, would hardly be felt 
in the vigour of life, and ought to be en- 
foreed, if not paid regularly by the husband, 
by confinement or ſome corporal puniſhment 
upon him; it would ſecure” to them a full 
relief and ſupport, as ſoon as they wanted 
it; it would introduce a habit of induſtry | 
amongſt a claſs of people, wherein it only 
(now) partially prevails, by obliging them 
to do ſomething for to-mortow ; and would 
leave them an enjoyment of their liberty in 
thoſe places where Providence had placed 
them, or their own inclinations had choſe 
to REP ws, in caſe of diſtreſs. Inder 
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- wad With regard to children, wd minds 


ſhauld early im Iife be formed, and whoſe 
bodies ſhould be inured to fuch labour as 
their years and ſtrength would allow of, 


5 they are objects truly worthy the care and 


attention of the wiſeſt and beſt legiſlature. 


The riches of a nation depend as much up- 
on a good and proper introduction of them 


into life, as upon their numbers; each of 
which might be promoted by ſuch a plan 
in each County, as the Foundling Hoſpital; 
and the ſupport of which might be carried 
on by rates and levies upon the County. 
As ſoon as the parents choſe to have them 
out of ſuch hoſpital, and found themſelves 
capable of ſupporting them, and putting 
them out to buſineſs, they ſhould have them 


delivered up to them, upon condition that 


they ſhould put them out to ſervice or trade 
within Wha-dpaes c of fax months, if they could 


I this 5 of the plan would be diſliked, on ac- 
count even of the temporary ſeparation of children from 
their parents, the. Roman law of the Jas trium Liberorum 
might ſuggeſt a means whereby the parents might b be 
b and the children — their care. 
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not ſhew that they were capable of giving 
them ſuch a proviſion as reaſonably might 
be ſuppoſed to carry them through life. 
The parents at all times ſhould have. free 
acceſs to viſit thoſe children in the aid hoſ- 
pital ; and if they had reaſonable cauſe to 
complain, with reſpect to the maintenance 
and education of thoſe children, they ſnould 
have liberty to apply to a magiſtrate for re- 
dreſs. And i in cafe the parents could not 

provide a proper maſter, the truſtees of the 
| hoſpital ſhould bind them out as apprentices 
to ſuch trades or agriculture as backs l 
think moſt PO ue; 0 


Theſe hints may poſſibly ſuggeſt to minds 
wat will think this ſubject worthy of their 
attention, a mode by which the preſent old 
and infirm, though needy, may not be dif: 
turbed in their poſſeſſions, but may live iti 
peace with the charitable contributions, of 
their neighbours, and die in quiet in their 
beds. Indeed it may be doubted, whether 
he comfortable proviſion could be made fo 
RE them 
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them in any public hoſpital ; for the old are 


to be treated in their own way, and in their 
own mode of living, if _ are to be happy, 
or at leaſt not miſerable; * 
table would ſuit, perhaps, | 
tution of aged and infirm ; and they would 
follow the example of old Parr, who liyed 
in his-cottage to the age of one hundred and 
thirty-five, but, upon removal, ſoon died 
for want in the King's kitchen. With re- 
gard to children, the terror of a large fami- 
ly, which is the only thing that prevents 
marriage and population, would be guarded 
againſt, by ſuch neceſſitous children being 
introduced, and taken care of as above. In 

this public nurſery, their parents would have 


the ſatisfaction of ſeeing them brought up 


well, if they were not able to provide a main- 
tenance for them themſelves. With regard 
to the difſolute and refractory, ſurely our own 
vagrant laws, or ſomething like them, would 
be ſufficient to make them uſeful, or at leaſt 
not dangerous to ſociety ; and why may not 
the new order for employing the abandoned, 
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and thoſe that will not comply with the 
rules of ſociety, but are convicted as ſuch, 
and are employed to clear the river Thames, 

be alſo ee to ſuch 3 and en 
| ragabonds ? RIES, 


Tt 


nent more, Þ 1 1 3 * 
| ſidered of, and regarded, is the ineloſure of 
our waſte lands or commons, many of which 
are very valuable, but remain uncultivated, to 
the great damage of the Public. Some ſpace 
of time, or perhaps the term of ſeven years, 
ſhould be allowed to lords of manors and free- 
holders to incloſe ſuch waſtes and commons, 
and appropriate them to their own uſe, if 
they thought it worth their while ſo to do; 
but if neglected for that time, why ſhoald 
not the Poor have the liberty to erect a cot- 
tage for the ſhelter of themſelves and fami- 
hes, incloſing and improving, at the ſame 
time, not leſs than two acres of ſuch waſte 
to be occupied therewith, paying a ſmall 
rent for two lives to the lord of the manor, 
and the frecholders in a proper proportion 3 | 
ys and 
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cx hed, 
and after the determination of ſuch lives, th 
ſame cottage and two acres ſhould be veſted, 
in truſtees for the uſe of the poor of ſuch 
pariſh? This in time would increaſe the fund 
already propoſed, for the aſſiſting of the 
Poor; would promote agriculture, (which, 
according to Bacon, is the true wealth of 
this nation) would alſo increaſe the num- 
bers of our people, and they would be 
bred up a laborious and hardy race, and add 
ſtrength and increaſe to our fleets and ar- 
mies. Nay, this ſcheme might perhaps be 
farther improved by an appropriation imme- 
diately of certain parcels of waſte lands 
which are to be found in every County for 
the uſe of the Poor, to be a perpetual fund 
for that purpaſe ; — ſatisfaction to be made 
for the ſame land (to be valued as it is in its 
preſent neglected ſtate) to- the proprietors 
out of the County rates, or by ſome other 
mode, I have heard of a Merchant in 
Queen Anne's reign, that would have un- 
dertaken to have ſupported the Palatines, 
who were at that time in this kingdom, in 


D 5 great 


gteat numbers, i in a moſt diſtreſſed con 
tion, could he have obtained a grant of a 

re v (which to this day remains un- 

r with a bounty of forty 

thillings for each man of them that had a 
family. What an acquiſition of wealth and 
power at this day would it have beeri to 
the nation, had his ſcheme taken place! 
Something of this ſort might {till be brought 
to a full maturity, if properly conſidered 1 
hope ſome beneficial plan for the employ- 
ment and comfort of the nzedy may be 
found out to be a future fund, but wiſh no 


plan to operate or prevail ſo diſtreſſing as 
that already remarked on, and which muſt 
neceffarily draw down the helpleſs and the 
poor with a treble portion of miſery and 
' forrow to the grave. 
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